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Assistant Secretary Harrlman called on Souvanna at 4:00 p.m. Souvanna said 
he was encouraged at the results of yesterday 1 s meeting. Fhoumi had still made a 
reservation on Defense and Interior but he had said that he had many people to con- 
sult and could not take the responsibility of deciding the question immediately. 
Souvanna agreed this was a valid reason provided Fhoumi was sincere in advancing it, 
which he hoped he was. Souvanna said that no personalities were discussed. 


He said that Fhoumi had at least made an important concession when he said 
he would consider Defense and Interior going to the center if he had two out of the 
three Ministries of Foreign Affairs, Finance and Information. 'As soon as Fhoumi 
mentioned Information, Souphanouvong also asked for it. Souvanna felt that Informa- 
tion should be in the center and he could easily accomplish this by saying that 
Quinim had occupied this post before and could continue in it. (This is quite con- 
trary to the word which Souvanna said to Falaize when he agreed Quinim should not 
have Information and if necessary Information would be downgraded from a Ministry to 
a department in the Prime Minister’s office and that he would give Quinim seme minor 
post like Justice. Quinim being present, however, it was Impossible for Governor 
Harrlman to consent on this point, particularly when Souvanna pointed to Quinim and 


SECRET 


REPRODUCED FROM TUE COLLECTIONS OF TUE MANUSCRIPT DIVISION, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 




asked: You don’t think he Is a Connunist, do you?" ; to which Ambassador Har r lma n 

had to reply, n not yet n .) The Assistant Secretary agreed It was desirable for 
Information to be in the center* 

Governor Harrlman stressed the extreme importance of having competent 
men in the neutral group and the absolute necessity of not having any sensitive 
ministry such as those we had been discussing. Religion, Education or Rural Develop* 
meat or anything that had to do with people, in the hands of the Pathet Lao. 

Souvanna assured the Assistant Secretary there would be no difficulty on this point. 


Ambassador Brown asked if Souvanna had any thoughts about idio might be 
chosen as the Vientiane neutrals. Souvanna mentioned again among others Dr. Oudone, 
Khamsing, Khamklng. Ambassador Brown observed that none of these were particularly 
well-known or st r on g. Souvanna replied that it was necessary to have good workers. 

He said that Ngcn was well-known, agreeable, of good presence, but laxy. 

Assistant Secretary Harrlman then mentioned Leuam Rajasomb&th as being 
the man the U.S. considered the ablest Finance Minister that they had dealt with. 
Souvanna said he would certainly be considered as he was not a Souvanna person. 
Ambassa dor Harrlman stressed the essentiality of Finance being in ca p a b le hands. 

Souvanna said he hoped that we and all other diplomats would bring 
pressure on Fhouml to accept Defense and Interior in the c e n t er and to send his 
reply as soon as possible. 

Souvanna also asked Ambassador Brown to take the greatest care to prevent 
any attack by the FAR and to instruct all U.S. officers to this effect. He said 
he had heard that U.S. officers were coming to Muong Sal to rally and reorganize 
Fhouml *s troops which had been driven out of the place in order to recapture it. 
Ambassadors Harrlman and Brown both assured him that all of our military had 
strictest orders to pre ven t any offensive action by the FAR, but if the FAR had 
been driven out of some place they occupied, they would certainly defend themselves. 

Ambassador Brown asked if Souphanouvang would come to Luang Prabang. 
Souvanna replied he did not know but that he certainly would come if necessary. 

He could form the government on the basis of co n versations with Fhouml and Boun Oum 
because he knew the people Souphanouvong would approve of. Ambassador Har rlman 
said he thought it would make a bad impression if Souphanouvong did sot cone. 

The Assistant Secretary asked why they had departed from the 1-5-5- 4-4 
formula which he understood been proposed by Souvanna at Vientiane. He 
replied he proposed such to the agreement of all concerned. In discussion they 
had all agreed on 18. Ambassador Harrlman said he hoped in settling the difference 
between Souphanouvong’ s 7-3 proposal and Boun Oua’s 6-4 proposal, he would make an 
equal balance between neutrals since It would facilitate the President* s task of 
mobilizing support for his gov e r nm en t. 

Souvanna said that he was returning to Vientiane at the end of the week and 
would suggest a date to Vientiane by cable for meeting in Luang P raban g immediately 
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after his return. 

done to heS SouVanna ***** Ambassador Harridan vainly for all we had 
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